
Kilmurry Historical and Archaeological Society was founded in the mid 1940s by a 
group of local people interested in collecting and preserving historical information relat-
ing to the Kilmurry district. 

In the early years, much work was done in identifying, preserving and promoting impor-
tant historical sites in the area, such as the Dunisky “Beamish’s” Tower and complex, the 
ancient burial site at Kilrovanigh, Kilbarry Church and burial ground, Leacht Neil 
Wedge Tomb and other sites.  The Society also carried out some ambitious recording 
projects, such as the compilation of a register of the gravestone inscriptions of St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Kilmurry and cleaning of the headstones themselves.  Fuelled by growing 
public interest in the rich local historical heritage a museum was established in Kilmurry 
and formally opened in 1965.  It is sited in a house once occupied by the grandparents of 
Terence MacSwiney.  Thanks to the continued generosity of the Galvin family, the mu-
seum has remained in its original quarters as a public celebration of historic Kilmurry to 
this day and is eagerly visited by members of the public each year.  

Kilmurry has long been recognised as possessing an extremely rich historical heritage.  
This heritage is constantly at risk of being lost and destroyed.  Modern farming methods, 
increased road building and an encroaching urban lifestyle is beginning to threaten the 
local historical identity of Kilmurry.   

This Newsletter aims to promote the work of the Society and to prompt more people to 
get involved in preserving and enjoying our past. 

WHAT IS THE KILMURRY HISTORICAL &  
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY? 

NEWSLETTER 

AVAILABILTY 
 

• This newsletter will ap-
pear twice annually, in 
November and April. 

• It will be available in all 
local shops. 

• We hope it will soon be 
available on the 
www.kilmurry.ie website 

• Contributions of articles 
and snippets very welcome 

• The newsletter is free 
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: NOVEMBER 17th  
 

A public talk and slide show entitled: “Places of historic and ar-
chaeological interest in the Kilmurry area” will be presented by 
John Sheehan, Society Chairman, at the Kilmurry GAA Hall 
on Thursday 17th November next at 8:00pm. 

Admission is free and all are welcome 
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CONTACT 

Contact any member of the 
Committee if you would like 
to contribute to this newsletter 
or if you have any comments 
or views about its contents 



The 4,000 year old well 
on Cnoc an Tobair has 
been a place of pilgrim-
age extending back 
through time.   Many 
believe that this place 
was the location of a 
pagan earth fertility rite 
site.  This was a view 
held by the late Profes-
sor Brian O’Kelly of 
UCC.  Such rites were  
considered very impor-
tant in pre-Christian 
times.    The hilltop lo-
cation and orientation 

of the monuments help 
to support this theory. 
With the coming of 
Christianity the site was 
Christianised.   Local 
lore suggests that this 
was the baptismal place 
of St. Finbarr who lived 
at the Gurranes com-
plex only a short dis-
tance away across coun-
try. 
Christian “Rounds” have 
been  performed on this 
hill since before pre-
record times.   Its pat-

tern days were Septem-
ber 8th and the following 
Sunday.   People used to 
make the rounds here 
and at all other times 
during the year.  People 
brought their worries 
and cares here.   It is im-
portant to note that the 
well is but one of the 
sites associated with 
making the rounds at 
Cnoc an Tobair.   

Notwithstanding its his-
tory, the site has been 

CNOC AN TOBAIR – ITS ORIGINS AND IMPORTANCE 

INVITATION 

FAMOUS KILMURRY PEOPLE: REV. FR. DAN O’SULLIVAN 

published in Dublin two 
years after his ordination in 
1822. 

Fr O’Sullivan was appointed 
to the chair of Irish in 
Maynooth, but resigned to 
care for his mother back 
home in Kilmurry.   He was 
appointed a Curate to Ban-
don Parish and later became 
Parish Priest of Enniskeane.   
All through his life he con-
tinued to write an compose 
poetry.  He died in En-
niskeane and is buried there. 

The O’Sullivans were small 
farmers  beside the Old Cork
-Kerry Road that passed 
through Warrenscourt  Es-
tate.   The road was closed as 
a public highway when the 
Warrens applied to the 
courts for its closure.   The 
British House of Commons 
upheld the court’s ruling and 
locked gates were erected 
near Kilmurry village. 

Walkers of today will be 
familiar with the monument 
erected to Fr. O’ Sullivan 

which is located on the 
track connecting War-
renscourt Wood with 
Kilmurry Wood, “The 
Dark Road”, marking the 
birthplace of this re-
nowned priest and 
scholar.   

Kilmurry is proud of this 
distinguished historical 
figure. 

 

In our museum we have 
many items of interest and 
its envisaged that we will 
highlight some item in each 
issue of our Newsletter that 
have a special association 
with the locality. One such 
item is a copy in Irish of the 
“Imitation of Christ”, trans-
lated by Rev. Fr Dan 
O’Sullivan (1790-1858). 

Local scholar, poet and 
translator,  Fr Dan 
O’Sullivan is best remem-
bered for his translation into 
Irish of the Imitation of Christ, 
the famous work of German 
writer Thomas a Kempis 
(1380-1441). 

Fr Dan came from a native  
speaking background.   He 
received private tuition from 
a tutor in his grandfather’s 
house.   He attended school 
in Macroom and from there 
went on to Mallow College 
before entering Maynooth to 
study for the priesthood.    
While there he began his 
translation into Irish of the 
“Imatatio Cristi” which was 
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held as being very impor-
tant and sacred by gen-
erations of people from 
the surrounding districts 
and beyond.   It is well 
known that many people 
travelled long distances, 
arriving by train at 
Crookstown and Dunis-
key stations, to pray the 
rounds on Cnoc an To-
bair. 

Long may this unusual 
place continue to be im-
portant and respected.    

Would you like to get involved in one of our pro-
jects?   There are a number activities which we are 
keen to get started, but we need more volunteers.  
These include: 

• Graveyard mapping 

• Gathering parish field and place names 

• Producing a map of old roads  

• Cataloguing the collection in the museum 

• Collecting local folklore and stories 

Contact any committee member for further de-



We recall some of the 
people who in 1963 estab-
lished the Museum at Kil-
murry. 

The founding officers 
were: Patron: Maire Mac-
Swiney Brugh; President: 
Professor David O’Ma-
hony UCC; Vice Presi-
dents: Rev Fr Donal 
O’Mahony, William 
Declan O’Connell; Chair-
man: Donal P O’Buchalla; 
Vice Chairman, Patrick 
Sheehan; Hon. Secretary: 
Mary O’Sullivan; Hon. 
Treasurers: Daniel Hol-
land, John Howard.   

In this and the next issue 
of the Newsletter we will 
reproduce a photograph of 
each founding officer.  A 
founding Committee was 
also formed at the time, 
comprising a very large 
number of interested and 
supportive local people —
this list is too long to be 
reproduced here. 

All the early meetings 
were held in Sheehan’s 
Coolduve until the Mu-
seum was ready. 

Fr. Donal O’Mahony was 
the driving force behind 
the Museum project.  Val-
ued support in the form of 
advice was provided by 
Rev Brother Allen for-
merly of Greenhill, New-
cestown and the  O’Con-
nell School Dublin (where 
he was very involved with 
that school Museum).    

Kilmurry Museum was the 
very first of the rural mu-
seums in the Republic.   
The new museum in the  
village was initially viewed 
with some curiosity.   Yet 
it attracted great encour-
agement and  support.   
On the day of its opening 
there were 108 fully-
subscribed members.  

The present Museum was 
officially opened in 1965 
by Maire MacSwiney 

Brugha, daughter of 
Terence MacSwiney, de-
ceased Lord Mayor of 
Cork who died in Brixton 
Prison in 1920 following 
72 days on hunger strike.   

Terence MacSwiney’s fa-
ther John was born on a 
farm near Crookstown in 
1835.  He worked for a 
period in London before 
marrying another teacher 
and returning to settle in 
Cork where his son 
Terence was born in 
1879.   

During his lifetime, 
Terence often visited the 
Kilmurry area. 

The name MacSwiney is 
still found in Muskerry, 
where relations of the de-
ceased Lord Mayor still 
reside.  The museum 
holds a number of items of 
interest including a Mac-
Swiney family tree and 
books used by Terence 
MacSwiney. 

This work, undertaken 
under expert guidance, 
was happily completed in 
glorious weather just in 
time for the 8th Septem-
ber “Rounds”.    

Adjoining landowners 
were fully supportive of 
efforts and provided 
signage from nearby 

During the Summer of  
2005 a group of  members 
including Noel Howard, 
Billy Crowley, Connie 
Long, Terence McSwiney 
and John Sheehan, to-
gether with the local land-
owner Albert Murphy 
undertook some badly 
needed restoration work 
on the well site at Cnoc an 
Tobair.    

roads to guide visitors.   It 
is hoped that on Septem-
ber 8th 2006 to properly 
mark the occasion. It goes 
without saying that due 
care and attention must be 
taken by any visitor to the 
site where landowner 
rights and property must 
be fully respected. 

1963 MUSEUM FOUNDING  

PRESERVATION OF CNOC AN TOBAIR 
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If you have web editing skills and want to go down in history as the 
first person to digitize historic Kilmurry, then we have the right job 
for you. 

The Society is looking for a volunteer or small team to establish and 
maintain a Society presence on the  

Kilmurry.ie site.    

This newsletter is prepared using Microsoft Office and can be easily 
converted to Internet ready format.   

We would also like to set up an e-mail address, some e-mail relays 
and a bulletin board. 

If you have an interest in doing some work in this area and learning 
about your local history in the process, contact any of the Society 
officers. 

It will look impressive on your next CV and you’ll get great experi-
ence!  

Officers for 2005 
President: Professor David O’Mahony 
Chairman John Sheehan 
Vice Chairman: Noel Howard 
Treasurer: Bridie Sheehan 
Secretary: Terence MacSwiney 
PRO: Tony Murphy 
Vice President: Eileen O’Mahony 
Patrons: Maire MacSwiney-Brugha, Denis Long 
 
Committee: Sile Ni Buachalla,  Billy Crowley,  
John FitzGerald (Newsletter Editor), Bridget 
Goulding, Mairead Herlihy, Peggy Howard,  
George Lehane, Connie Long, Denis Murphy, 
Sarah Twomey McSweeney, Tommy Murray 

KILMURRY HISTORICAL AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

MUSEUM OPEN ON SUNDAYS FROM 
2-6 PM (APRIL TO OCTOBER) OR BY 
PRIOR ARRANGEMENT WITH 
TERENCE MACSWINEY, SECRETARY 
(  7336062) OR ANY OF THE 
OTHER SOCIETY OFFICERS 

VACANCY :  WEB EDITOR 

IT COSTS JUST 
€10 ANNUALLY 

TO JOIN THE 
SOCIETY AND 

PLAY A PART IN 
PRESERVING 

KILMURRY FOR 
YOUR GRAND 

CHILDREN! 


